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14  |   UPDATE

With your support, we have been able to provide basic 
preventative treatment to working animals who may 
never have had veterinary care.

Contact with owners has meant that the overall health 
of working animals in Namibia has improved.

This work is all made possible thanks to 
kind people like you. Together, we can 
continue to transform the lives of working 
animals in Namibia and around the world. 
Thank you so much for your support.
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There are an estimated 159,000 working 
donkeys in Namibia. Sadly, like other 
countries where SPANA works, many of 
these animals have no access to veterinary 
care. A large proportion of these animals 
live in rural areas, where people have no 
knowledge of animal welfare or access 
to training. Everyday life is exceptionally 
difficult for these hardworking creatures. 
But, with your help, SPANA is striving to support these 
poor, overlooked animals. As part of the programme, we 
are working in three areas across Namibia to provide 
vital veterinary services to a target of 1,400 donkeys. 
Thanks to our kind supporters, this target has already 
been surpassed, with 1,676 animals receiving help in the 
first 18 months of the project.

With your support, we are delivering preventive 
veterinary care, including tetanus and rabies vaccines 
and anti-parasitic treatments. We are also training 
owners how to mend broken harnesses and carts, 
making them more comfortable for their animals to wear 
and pull. And we are replacing painful wire bits with 

new purpose-made bits, which will vastly improve the 
donkeys’ working lives. 

In the first year of the project, we were able to 
supply 1,150 preventative vaccinations, 723 
dewormers and 192 parasite treatments. We also 
replaced 321 bits, 250 harnesses, and 93 head 
collars and nose bands with comfortable new ones. 

These are just the first steps to help working animals 
in Namibia. It’s been a joy for the team to revisit these 
animals and see the positive impact on working animal 
welfare across the regions. They feel the health and 
overall condition of the animals has improved, with fewer 
preventable injuries. 
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We’re so grateful to everyone who chooses to pledge 
a gift to SPANA in their Will, as bequests – no matter 
what their size – really do make a difference to 
the welfare of working animals. In fact, during our 
centenary year in 2023, around half of everything we 
did for working animals was funded by bequests.

On behalf of the working animals and communities 
that we help, thank you so much to every single 
one of our legacy pledgers.

Today, more than 100 years on, their care and 
compassion are still going strong. Their heartfelt legacy 
is evident in everything we do –  from providing life-
changing dental treatment to Zanjabil the young horse 
(page eight), to teaching children in Mali the importance 
of good animal welfare (page 11). Through SPANA, the 
kindness and courage of our remarkable founders lives 
on by transforming the lives of working animals globally.

Could you create your own lasting bequest for working 
animals? By including a gift to SPANA in your Will, 
you will help relieve the pain and suffering of working 
animals long into the future.

Your bequest could be providing lifesaving veterinary 
treatment to seriously sick and injured working animals 
at our busy veterinary centres. Or it could be the vital 
and practical training we offer the owners of working 
animals. Or it could be the inspiring, interactive lessons 
we teach children so that they grow up to respect and 
care for working animals for the rest of their lives.
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SPANA’s founders, Kate Hosali and her daughter, 
Nina, cared deeply for working animals. They were 
so moved by their plight that when they returned 
to England from their trip across North Africa, they 
set out to improve the welfare of as many working 
animals as they could. 

✔ If you would like to find out more about 
how to leave a bequest in your Will to help 

working animals, please visit www.spana.org/legacy 
or email giftsinwills@spana.org. If you have recently 
included SPANA in your Will or you intend to do so 
when the time is right, please do let us know. We 
would love the chance to say thank you for your 
kindness and compassion towards working animals.



Help working animals 
in their hour of need
The past year has been exceptionally challenging for 
working animals in the countries where we work. The 
growing impact of global economic inequality, climate 
change and natural disasters pose significant threats to 
their safety and welfare.

During times of crisis, working animals 
must not be forgotten. With your continued 
support, we can provide a lifeline to 
working animals when they need us most.
At this time of unprecedented need, please show your 
support for working animals however you can. Whether 
you donate towards our appeal, sponsor our stables 
with a regular gift, or leave a bequest in your Will – you 
will be making a vital difference.

Thank you for being a friend to working 
animals in their hour of need.

Visit spana.org/donate or spana.org/get-involved
You can also call us on 1300 149 080

ABN 53 617 228 109


